A e Tl el i Dl Sl Dok s Dol D e T AT Sl T i S DT e O el S B

B D B

- r.‘ 1 )
ST iy *3:%—&{::

- T DG D DS S D0 DO TR D i i A A OO O O DT DS DO DO T i

w 1
..............

* From Torahto Quran

S The Jewish Converts in the
Era of Prophet Muhammad {PBUH)

| f

are Youle) (e
& -ml'!HbL‘,"ﬁ-ﬂﬂ-':I-D-'\\‘_'IIE-H-M-ﬁﬁﬂ&mﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ-ﬂ&ﬂ&mwr}ﬁﬂ

A\

- -MWWMM T A e A A A A A S e A L
=

T\

A T D D G DG D THT T A A A A SO O O S O DO DO T D A

rj, ,r,

) 3«——( G

‘B () /g sxney,
oW WO W

T D00 00 D0 DO D0 D0 Dl D00 00 OO0 O 0 0D D0 B0 OO DO D0 DO OO DG DS D




From Torah to Quran:
Jews Converts in the Prophet’s Era

Dr. Jamil Akhtar
Assistant Professor,
Department: Urdu Encyclopaedia of Islam,
University of the Punjab, Lahore — Pakistan.

Postdoctorate: University of Oxford, UK (2022)

Islamabad Centre for Education and Peace
Islamabad (44000) — Pakistan




From Torah to Quran:
Jews Converts in the Prophet’s Era

Jamil Akhtar
(1*' Edition — June 2024)
ISBN No.: 978-96923986-4-0

© All rights reserved.

The author possesses the rights to reproduce, distribute, and
display the material. Any unauthorized use, reproduction, or
distribution of the content without explicit permission is strictly
prohibited by law. Exceptions to this prohibition include the use
of brief quotations, which may be employed in accordance
with fair use principles.

For Permission requests and feedback,

please contact the Author at:
jamillahori@gmail.com

ov for Edyc,
oo Az

Publisher:
Islamabad Centre for Education and Peace,
Islamabad (44000) — Pakistan



DEDICATION

To my esteemed teachers of the Department of Study of
Religions, International Islamic University Islamabad, Pakistan,
whose wisdom and guidance have illuminated my path in the
pursuit of knowledge and understanding.

May they live long (Aameen)



Table of Contents

Transliteration Table
Preface
I. Introduction

2. A Brief History of the Jews in Medina and Their

Expulsion
The Arrival of Jews in Medina and Its Surroundings ...
The Prominent Jewish Tribes in Medina .................
The Number of Jews in Medina .............................
The Prophet’s Treaty with the Jews .......................
Analysis from an Islamic Perspective .....................
The Position of the Jews of Medina Toward Islam .....
Jewish Rejection and Hostility Toward Islam ...........
The prohibition of Jews from participating in wars
with MUslims ...,
The Necessity of Expelling the Jews from Medina .....
The Case of Banu Qaynuqa .............ceoiiviiiinnnnn
The Case of Banu al-Nadir ...l
The Battle of the Trench (Al-Ahzab) .....................
The Conquest of Khaybar ....................coooiiiae.
Analysis of the Expulsion from an Islamic Perspective

3. Key Jewish Figures Converts to Islam

‘Abd al-Rahman bin ‘Abd al-Zubair al-Quradhi .......
Abdullah bin Salam ...
Abu Malik Abdullah ............................
AbuSa'adbinWahb ...
AlibinRifa‘ah ...
Amrbin Sa‘di ...
Amrbin Thabit ...................
AsadbinKaab ...,
AsadbinUbaid .............cooiiiiiiii
Atiyyah al-Qurazi ...........cooiiiiiii
Hiyr Najrah ...
JabalbinJuwal ...
Jabr, the slave of Abdullah bin Al-Khadrami ............
Ka'b bin Sulaim al-Quradhi ........................o
Katheer bin Al-Saib ..............ooooiiiiiiiii



Khalida bintal-Harith .............ccoiiiiiii i, 70

Maimoon bin Yamin ..........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiniinniannn... 70
Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Salam ..................... 72
MUKhayriq ....eoeeneee e 73
Rafa‘ah bin Simwal ... 74
Rafa’ah Al-Qurazi .............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii . 76
Rayhana bint Amr bin Khunafa ........................... 77
Sa‘dbin Wahb .........ccoooiiiiii 78
Sa‘nah bin Uraidh ...............oocoiii 78
Saced bin Aamir ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiii 79
Safiyyah bint Huyayy ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiien. 80
Salam (Son of Abdullah bin Salam’s Sister) ............ 83
Salamah bin Salam ... 84
Sham‘@n bin Yazid ..............oooiiiiiiiii 85
Sim‘aan bin Khalid .....................ooc, 87
Sufyan bin Umayr ..., 87
Tamima bint Wahb ... 88
Tha‘labah bin Qais ..........ccooeiiiiiiiiiii i, 89
Tha’laba bin Salam ... 90
Thalaba bin Sa’ya ..........cooviiiiiiiiieee, 90
Thalabah bin Abi Malik ........................ol . 91
Usaidbin Kaab ............coocoiiiiiiii 92
Yamin bin Yamin (Yamin bin Umair) .................... 93
Yusuf bin Abdullah bin Salam ............................. 94
ZaydbinSamah ..o, 96
A Jewish Boy Who Served the Prophet .................. 98

Jews Who Accepted Islam After Hearing Surah Yusuf 100
A Jewish Man Who Accepted Islam After the Prophet

Prayed for His Guidance ................ccoevviiiiininnn, 101
A Jewish Man Who Accepted Islam After He Learned 101
of the Prophet’s Chracteristics in the Torah ............
A Black Slave in Paradise Who Never Prostrated to

102
Allah ...
Muhammad bin Ka'b bin Sulaim al-Qurazi .............. 103
Abdullah bin Sayyad ... 105
AmrbinSu’dah ... 106
Rafi' al-Qurazi ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 106
Zayd bin al-Lusayt ............coooiiiiiiiiii 107
Zaynab bint al-Harith ....................oiiiiina., 107



4. Challenges and Contributions of Jewish Converts 109

Internal Challenges Faced by Jewish Converts ............. 109
External Challenges Faced by Jewish Converts ......... 110
Response of the Muslim Community to Jewish 11
CONVEITS ..ttt
Theological and Cultural Tensions ........................ 112
Analysis from an Islamic Perspective ..................... 113
Contemporary Lessons from the Experience of Jewish 114
CONVEITS ..ttt e
Contributions of Jewish Converts in the Prophet’s Era 115
Intellectual Contributions ..............ccvviviiiienn... 115
Social and Political Contributions ......................... 116
Economic Contributions ..............ccceeeveiiiieninnnn.e 117
Religious and Spiritual Contributions ..................... 117
Challenges and Resilience .................ccooeiiiiinenan, 118
Analysis from an Islamic Perspective ..................... 119
Lessons for Contemporary Muslim Communities ...... 119
5. Legacy of Jewish Converts and Contemporary 121
Perspectives
Historical Continuities ............c..oceeeieieineeenn.s 121
Theological Foundations .......... s 122
Contemporary Socio- Pohtlcal Reahtles .................. 123
Interfaith Initiatives and Dialogue ........................ 124
Analysis from an Islamic Perspective ..................... 124
Lessons for the Future ... 125
Lessons for Interfaith Dialogue and Coexistence ....... 126
Historical Context and Relevance ......................... 127
Theological Foundations of Interfaith Dialogue ......... 128
Ethical Dimensions of Coexistence ....................... 128
Sociopolitical Dimensions of Dialogue .................. 129
Practical Applications for Contemporary Interfaith 130
Dialogue ...oovviie e
Analysis from an Islamic Perspective ..................... 131
Challenges and Opportunities ...............cccoceveenennne. 131
Conclusion 133
Bibliography 139

- 1II -



Transliteration Table'

(O RN NN NN NN ON(O)]
TRANSLITERATION TABLE

Long Vowels

(Undie)
(Urdn)
Short Vowels
4
= ¢

> £ z < ¥

i (#), when it appears at the middle or end of a word, is Diphthongs

transliterated as elevated comma (’ ) followed by the letter P

P (Arabic) aw
repnesenti_ng the vowel it carries. However, when | appears (Persian/Urdu) au
at the beginning of a word it will be represented only by the (Twrkish) -
letter representing the vowel it carries. o
(Arabic) ay
(Persian/Urdn)  ai
= as an Arabic letter is transliterated as (d), and as a Turkish) ey
Persian/ Turkish/Urdu letter as (z). T

g is transliterated as elevated inverted comma (‘ )

3 as an Arabic letter is transliterated as (w), and as a Doubled

Persian/Turkish/Urdu letter is transliterated as (v). (Arabic)

4 s transliterated as (ah) in pause form and as (at) n (Persian)
construct form. (Urdn)
Article ! is transliterated as (al—) whether followed by a =
moon or a sun letter, however, in construct form it will be
transliterated as ().

/_

3 as a Persian/Urdu conjunction is transliterated as (-o) whereas as an Arabic
conjunction 3 is transliterated as (wa).

Short vowel (7) in Persian/Urdu possessive or adjectiva] form is transliterated as (—i).

(
¢
¢
¢
¢
?
i
?
¢
¢
¢
¢
4
¢
¢
(
4
¢
4
?
5
(
:
$
¢

@‘JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ

(8

' This table is taken from IRI, ITUI website, and it is followed while
transliterating the relevant words in this book.

-1V -



Preface

The journey of exploring historical narratives often leads us
to the intersections of faith, culture, and human
relationships. This book represents an endeavor to delve
into a pivotal period of history, uncovering the profound
spiritual transformations that occurred during Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) life. It focuses on the experiences of
Jewish converts to Islam in seventh-century Arabia. This
subject not only sheds light on the complexities of
interfaith interactions but also carries profound lessons for
contemporary coexistence and dialogue. The advent of
Islam brought transformative changes to the Arabian
Peninsula, where diverse communities—Arab pagans,
Christians, Jews, and others—interacted in a dynamic
socio-political environment. Jewish tribes, in particular,
held a significant position in the cultural, economic, and
religious landscape of pre-Islamic Medina. These tribes
were not merely passive observers of the rise of Islam but
were active participants in shaping its early history. The
conversion of some Jews to Islam during this time is an
often-overlooked yet essential aspect of the broader
narrative of Islamic history. By exploring these
conversions, we gain insights into the spiritual, intellectual,
and socio-political factors that influenced individuals to
embrace Islam and how their contributions shaped the
nascent Muslim community.

This book aims to fill an important gap in the
historiography of early Islam. While much attention has
been given to the interactions between Muslims and Jews
during the Prophet’s era, less focus has been placed on the
personal journeys of Jewish individuals who embraced
Islam and their subsequent roles in the community. These
stories are not merely of historical curiosity but are
windows into the nature of faith, the universality of Islam’s
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message, and the complexities of religious and cultural
transformations. The subject matter presented here is
deeply rooted in primary Islamic sources, including the
Qur’an, Hadith literature, and early Islamic historical texts
such as those of Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hisham, and Al-Tabari.
These classical sources are complemented by contemporary
scholarly works that provide fresh perspectives and critical
analyses. Where gaps exist in historical documentation,
interpretive analysis has been incorporated, guided by
Islamic principles and contextual understanding.

One of the central themes of this work is the role of
interfaith dialogue and coexistence in the Prophet’s era.
The Constitution of Medina, a groundbreaking document of
its time, serves as a testament to the Prophet’s vision for a
pluralistic society where communities of different faiths
could coexist peacefully. Within this framework, the
experiences of Jewish converts are particularly significant,
as they navigated the dual identity of being both part of the
Jewish tradition and members of the emerging Muslim
ummah. Their stories illustrate the Prophet’s inclusive
approach and highlight the spiritual, ethical, and
intellectual dimensions of Islam’s engagement with other
faiths. Another important focus of this book is the
exploration of the challenges and conflicts faced by Jewish
converts. By its very nature, conversion is a profound and
often tumultuous process involving a shift in religious
belief and a redefinition of social and cultural identity. For
Jewish converts during the Prophet’s era, these challenges
were magnified by the political and tribal dynamics of the
time. The broader Jewish community’s reactions, the
Muslim community’s responses, and the converts’
struggles to reconcile their past with their new faith are
themes that resonate deeply with the complexities of human
experience.

Equally significant are the contributions of Jewish
converts to the early Islamic community. These individuals
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brought with them a rich heritage of knowledge,
scholarship, and skills that enriched the Muslim community
in various ways. Their understanding of the Torah and
Jewish traditions often facilitated deeper interfaith dialogue
and provided valuable insights that shaped Islamic
scholarship. The intellectual legacy of these individuals
underscores the importance of diversity within the Muslim
ummah and the potential for cross-cultural and interfaith
contributions to enrich a community. The contemporary
relevance of this study cannot be overstated. In an age
where interfaith tensions and misunderstandings often
dominate discourse, the historical narratives of Jewish-
Muslim relations in the Prophet’s era offer valuable
lessons. They remind us of a time when faith communities,
despite their differences, could find common ground and
coexist in mutual respect. These lessons are particularly
pertinent in fostering interfaith dialogue today, promoting
understanding, and countering prejudice.

This book is the culmination of years of research,
reflection, and dialogue. It has been shaped by countless
hours of engagement with primary sources, scholarly
works, and critical discussions. I am deeply indebted to my
mentors, whose guidance has been invaluable in refining
my understanding and approach to this subject. Their
encouragement and intellectual rigor have Dbeen
instrumental in the development of this work. I must also
acknowledge the role of the Department of Study of
Religions at the International Islamic University Islamabad
in nurturing my academic pursuits. The department’s
commitment to promoting critical scholarship and fostering
interfaith understanding has been a source of inspiration
throughout this journey. The academic environment it
provides has been pivotal in shaping the perspectives and
methodologies that underpin this book.

Finally, I hope that this book will serve as a bridge
between the past and the present, illuminating the rich
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history of Jewish-Muslim relations and offering pathways
for meaningful interfaith dialogue. It is a humble
contribution to the broader discourse on religious
coexistence and the universality of Islam’s message. While
the historical narratives presented here are deeply rooted in
the context of seventh-century Arabia, their lessons
transcend time and space, speaking to the shared humanity
that underpins all faith traditions. I invite readers to
approach this work with an open mind and heart, seeking
not only to understand the past but also to draw inspiration
for the present and the future. May it serve as a source of
knowledge, reflection, and inspiration for all who seek to
understand the beauty and complexity of faith and human
relationships. (Aameen)

Dr. Jamil Akhtar
24-May-2024
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